
LAKES
RIVERS
& FISHING GUIDE

COMPLETE GUIDE
TO OUR CADILLAC AREA
RIVERS & LAKES

With three major fishing lakes along with
 two incredible rivers perfect for casual floats or serious 
anglers, our waterways are second to none. The best part? 
Most of these world-class lakes and rivers are within a 
half-hour drive from the heart of downtown Cadillac.

CadillacMichigan.com

“Be sure to LEAVE NO TRACE
when visiting the beautiful 

outdoors in our area”
- Caddy Bear, Cadillac's Official Mascot

MORE TO DO
IN CADILLAC, MICHIGAN

Hotels, motels, 
cabins & camping- 
find the perfect place to stay 
during your visit.

Shop local in and
around the Greater 
Cadillac Area on your next trip!

SHOP

Cadillac Area Visitors Bureau
(231) 775-0657  
CadillacMichigan.com

Visit our website for more 
area travel information

Browse our
calendar to see

what's happening in and
around Cadillac right now!

EVENTS

STAY

Grab a bite to eat or
enjoy a beverage in

our Social District
in Downtown Cadillac!

FOOD
& DRINK

Preserve our trails and river systems and 
help us stop the spread of invasives so 
we can all continue to enjoy the great 
outdoors!

The Manistee and Pine Rivers are known to contain 
New Zealand Mudsnail. To avoid spreading this 
and other invasive species:

STOP THE SPREAD
OF INVASIVE SPECIES

Caddy Bear says

Water Trails/River Systems

• Clean sand, soil, and plant materials off boats and gear
• Drain water from boats and dry thoroughly with a towel
• Between adventures, clean boats and gear with a mild bleach 
     solution (1 Tbsp. bleach per gallon of water), undiluted 
     Formula 409, or 2% Virkon solution

For more information:
www.NorthCountryInvasives.org
(231) 429-5072

FISHING
SEASONS &
GUIDE

SCAN THE QR CODE HERE TO ACCESS THE LATEST MDNR
FISHING SEASONS INFORMATION ALONG WITH A COMPLETE
GUIDE AND FISHING REPORT ON AREA LAKES

Pilgrim Village Resort & Fishing Shop
181 S. Lake Mitchell Dr. | Cadillac | (231) 775-5412
Cabins for rent and the best selection of fishing gear. Bring in your 
big catch and they will take your picture!
CARMA Sport Fishing Charter Service 
Cadillac | (785) 221-9679
An inland lake guide.

LOCAL SPORT 
FISHING ESSENTIALS

SPECIES                 SEASON DATES

Largemouth & Smallmouth Bass

Catch-and-immediate-release on all 
waters 

Possession season on all waters, 

Northern Pike & Walleye

Possession season on Lower Peninsula 
inland waters
Salmon & Trout - Manistee River: Type 4 -- Pine River: Type 2*
*See Michigan DNR fishing regulations guide for exact location details.

(Inland) Type 3 & 4 streams and 
Type B, C, E & F lakes

Possession & fishing season (inland) 
Type 1 & 2 streams

Channel Catfish, Flathead Catfish, Cisco, Lake Whitefish, 
Round Whitefish, Smelt, Sunfishes, White Bass, Yellow 
Perch & Other species

 OPEN FOR ENTIRE YEAR

 OPEN FOR ENTIRE YEAR

 OPEN FOR ENTIRE YEAR

 OPEN FOR ENTIRE YEAR

APRIL 27 - MARCH 15

MAY 25 - DEC 31

All waters open for fishing

Learn about eating safe fish from 
our region!

Eat Safe Fish - Michigan.gov/eatsafefish

A fishing license is 
required for all sport
fishing in the region.
Get your license now
or locate a store nearby.

• Some fish contain chemicals that can 
harm your health. Refer to the various 
guides published by the MDHHS as 
they have outlined recommendations 
for safe consumption of the fish within 
our local waterways. Scan the QR code 
here and reference the “Northwest 
Region” documentation for more 
information about the waterways 
around the Cadillac Area.

MORE RESOURCES

FISHING LICENSES

The information above is for reference only and subject to change. For 
complete information on fishing in and around the Cadillac region please 

visit the Michigan Department of Natural Resources website at: 
www.michigan.gov/dnr 
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FISH OUR AREA RIVERS
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Highest Location on the River

A
pprox. Float Tim

es*

Lowest Location on the River

2.0 hrs

2.0 hrs

2.0 hrs

2.25 hrs

3.5 hrs

0.75 hrs

0.75 hrs

0.75 hrs

0.50 hrs

Edgetts (GPS: 44.062496, -85.583206)

Meadow Brook (GPS: 44.073928, -85.624448)

Skookum Bridge (GPS: 44.079377, --85.643030)

Walker Bridge* (GPS: 44.112294, -85.683124)

Lincoln Bridge ($) (GPS: 44.133377, -85.695248)

Elm Flats ($) (GPS: 44.152417, -85.712859)

Dobson Bridge ($) (GPS: 44.179261, -85.759948)

Peterson Bridge ($) (GPS: 44.203235 -85.799124)

Low Bridge ($) (GPS: 44.218493, -85.901885)

Norman Dixon (GPS: 44.240511, -85.917614)

Highest Location on the River

A
pprox. Float Tim

es*

Lowest Location on the River

0.1 hrs

3.5 hrs

0.5 hrs

1.0 hrs

1.5 hrs

4.0 hrs

2.0 hrs

2.5 hrs

Chippewa Landing (GPS: 44.482863, -85.405115)

US-131 Bridge (GPS: 44.485378, -85.404836)

Baxter Bridge ($) (GPS: 44.493816, -85.527466)

Fire Lane (GPS: 44.465548, -85.598652)

Harvey Bridge (GPS: 44.439121, -85.642326)

Wilderness Canoe Trips (GPS: 44.436411, -85.699164)

Glengary Bridge (GPS: 44.421488, -85.720326)

M-115 Bridge/Veterans Mem. Park (GPS: 44.406105, -85.731480)

Hodenpyl Dam Access (GPS: 44.364363, -85.820284)
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CITY OF
MANTON

VILLAGE OF
MESICK

Pine River
Paddlesports

Center

Horina
Canoe &

Kayak

Hoxeyville Outfitters

Sportsman’s
PortWATERCRAFT PERMIT REQUIRED

ON THE PINE RIVER: Reservations Open 
January 1st: Watercraft permits are 
required for all watercraft, including 
tubes, from the Friday of Memorial Day 
Weekend through the Monday of 
Labor Day Weekend. Permits are 
required for all water- craft on the 
Pine River between Elm Flats and 
Low Bridge. Obtain permits 
online at: recreation.gov

*Limited 
Launch or

Take-Out Access

UPPER BIG
MANISTEE RIVER

PINE RIVER non-motorized watercraft ONLY

N

Chippewa Landing
10420 Chippewa Landing Trail, Manton, MI 49663 
chippewalanding.com | (231) 313-0832

Hoxeyville Outfitters 
(formerly Bosman's Canoe Rental)
8027 S Grandview Hwy., Wellston, MI 49689
bosmancanoe.com | 231-862-3661

Horina Canoe & Kayak Rental
9889 M-37, Wellston, MI 49689
horinasprcanoe.com  |  231-862-3470
Pine River Paddlesports Center
9590 M-37, Wellston, MI 49689
thepineriver.com  |  231-862-3471

*Float times change throughout the 
year, consult a local livery expert for 
more accurate times

Upper Big Manistee River Details
The Big Manistee River is one of the premier rivers of 
Michigan, offering over 90 miles of access and varied 
difficulty levels, from beginner to moderately difficult 
paddling experiences (depending on the segment).  
This river is wide and smooth-flowing. Some parts have 
tighter navigation and fast switchbacks, which may take 
you a little off guard, but overall in the Cadillac region, 
this river is perfect for the casual paddler.  

Pine River Details

Rental Liveries Serving Our Rivers

The Pine River is in the Manistee National Forest. It is a 
high-gradient river with clear waters and protected by 
seasonal fishing regulations. The river is a National 
Scenic River that attracts paddlers and anglers each year. 
As a state-designated Natural River and a Blue-Ribbon 
Trout stream, fishing at the Pine River involves wild 
strains of trout catches. A watercraft permit is required 
during the peak season (see notation on map) and this 
river is another great river for all skill levels.

There’s no substitute for nature. 
Together we can protect it from 
impacts like overuse, trash, and 
harming endangered wildlife.

LEAVE NO TRACE
Caddy Bear says

Although Leave No Trace has its roots in backcountry settings, the 
Principles have been adapted so that they can be applied 
anywhere — from remote wilderness areas, to local parks and even 
in your own backyard. They also apply to almost every recreational 
activity. Help us to ensure that our beautiful outdoors are 
preserved for generations to come!

Plan Ahead & Prepare
Planning is critical to any successful outdoor adventure. Know the 
rules and regulations of where you are planning to visit.  Prepare 
for emergencies. Visit in small groups when possible to minimize 
impact, repackage food to minimize waste and always have a 
map handy.

Travel & Camp on Durable Surfaces
Travel and camp on durable surfaces to avoid natural impact.  
Concentrate on using existing or marked campsite areas.  Please 
respect the 200’ rule and camp at least 200’ from lakes, rivers and 
streams.

Dispose of Waste Properly
Proper disposal of waste is critical to the preservation of our 
natural resources.  Whatever you bring in, pack it out.  Dispose of 
solid human waste in holes at least 6” deep and 200’ from any 
water sources.

Leave What You Find
Enjoy the view, but leave it where you found it.  Leave rocks, 
plants and other natural objects.

Minimize Campfire Impacts
Campfires can have a lasting impact to the ecosystem, so please 
reserve fires for designated fire rings if possible and please ensure 
all fires are completely put out before leaving the area.

Respect Wildlife
This is their home, so please do not approach or disrupt their 
natural habitats.

Be Considerate of Other Visitors
Be considerate to others using the trails and nature areas.  
Yield to other trail users and respect the sounds of nature.

Learn more at: LNT.org

($)   = Parking Fee
      = US Forest Service Site
      = Michigan DNR site

MAP LEGEND
= Walk-In Access Site

= Watercraft Rentals
= Boating Access Site

= boot brush station

Wilderness Canoe Trips
6052 Riverview Road, Mesick, MI 49668
manisteerivertrips.com | 231-885-1485

Sportsman’s Port Canoes
10487 W M-55, Wellston, MI 49689
thesportsmansport.com  |  231-862-3571
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In order to reduce 
conflicts between 

anglers and non-anglers, 
watercraft users are 
encouraged to limit 

boating hours between
 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily.

If no private watercraft permits are available, contact one of our
rental liveries as they have their own watercraft permit allocation.
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LAKE
MITCHELL

LAKE CADILLAC
CANAL

HEMLOCK
PARK

BOAT LAUNCH
& CAMPGROUND

USFS Fee
Required
44.233535,
-85.502801P

FOREST LAWN
DRIVE ACCESS
NO FEE
Limited Parking
Walk-In Site Only

44.230169, 
-85.477110

NORTHERN LAKE
MITCHELL ACCESS
NO FEE
Limited Parking
Walk-In Site Only

44.268156,
-85.484682

KENWOOD PARK
LAUNCH & BEACH
NO FEE
Large Trailer Parking
Beach Access

44.244034, 
-85.444035

MITCHELL STATE
PARK LAUNCH

MDNR Rec.
Passport Req.
44.237594,
-85.456099P

P

MITCHELL
STATE PARK
& HERITAGE

NATURE
TRAIL

CADILLAC
COUNTRY

CLUB - 18 HOLES

EVERGREEN
RESORT - 27 HOLES

OF GOLF

KENWOOD
HERITAGE

PARK

LAKEFRONT PARK/
CHESTNUT ST.
LAUNCH & ACCESS
NO FEE
Large Trailer Parking
Beach Access

44.250791, 
-85.404493P

Access more area fishing information at: CadillacMichigan.com

*Depth maps are not
intended for navigation 

Be a good steward. CLEAN, DRAIN 
& DRY to stop the spread of harmful 

aquatic invasive species.

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!

Caddy Bear says

Learn more at: stopaquatichitchhikers.org
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NO FEE
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PUBLIC LAUNCH

NO FEE
Limited Parking
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If you’re an outdoor enthusiast, looking for one of the best areas of 
Michigan to spend some time away or on a great family vacation, the 
Cadillac area is one of the top destinations. The Cadillac area boasts 
tremendous opportunities for fisherman and family vacationers. Lake 
Missaukee in Lake City offers outdoor enthusiast, a beautiful and scenic 

lake with sandy bottom. This is a wonderful lake for multi species, fishing 
as well as boating and recreation. Lake Missaukee has good catchable 

populations of largemouth bass, walleye, and panfish like bluegill, sunfish, crappie and 
perch. This lake is easy to fish and has enough weed beds in the lake to always sustain 
good populations of fish. Traditional methods for inland lake fishing work great.

The Sister Lakes of Cadillac and Mitchell located right in the heart of Cadillac are also 
fantastic and historic vacation spots. Lake Cadillac offers awesome boating and skiing 
and kayaking as well as wonderful fishing for largemouth bass, walleye and all species 
of panfish. Lake Mitchell, which is connected to Cadillac via a waterway is also an 
awesome lake for multi species fishing. If you’re a kayak fisherman, these lakes offer 
wonderful opportunities for kayak fishing.

If you’re a river fishing enthusiast, the Manistee River system in the Cadillac area is a 
year-round, sportsman’s destination. Canoeing and kayaking are popular, as is boat 
fishing and wading for stream trout species. In the fall of the year king salmon use the 
Manistee River for spawning and fishing in the river is wonderful. All winter long 
steelhead occupy the river, waiting to spawn in the spring of the year. The Manistee 
River system offers many local guides, capable of taking you on a memorable experi-
ence. In the summertime stream species, such as brown trout, brook trout, as well as 
smallmouth bass, and walleye are the main target. 

No matter what waterway or lake you choose, 
the Cadillac area is a can’t miss destination. 
Lakes Cadillac, Mitchell and Missaukee offer 
the following species in catchable numbers. 
Largemouth bass, walleye, bluegill, sunfish, 
crappie, northern pike, and perch. The 
Manistee River system offers the following fish year-round and seasonally. King salmon 
in the month of September Steelhead from October through March Smallmouth bass, 
walleye, and a variety of natural trout species year-round.

Mitchell, Cadillac & Missaukee
Top Inland Lakes in Michigan

By: John Bergsma, Great Lakes Fisherman's Digest

Cheryl's Landing 
1749 North Blvd. | (231) 775-3699
Greater North Powersports 
932 W. 13th St. | (231) 878-1678
greaternorthpowersportsandrent.com
LC Powersports
2160 S Morey Rd | (231) 839-6196
lcpowersportsmarine.com
Westside Rec. Rentals
6600 M-115 | (231) 775-7880

PONTOON & JETSKI RENTALS

Nora Dr
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We acknowledge that the greater Cadillac area is the ancestral 
land of the Anishinaabek, including the Ojibwe, Odawa, and 
Bode’wadmi peoples. We honor their history, resilience, and 
ongoing connection to this land.

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement


