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For several centuries, Odawa people have been on these shores and in the
woods and hills of this land. We are living amid the places from which
spring the stories of our world, ourselves, our families and our tribal nation.
The original tribal trails throughout Michigan are a walk through history.

Sometime in the 1200s, the Anishnaabe people started using this trail,
which soon formed into the Three Fires, consisting of the Ojibwe, Odawa
and Potawatomi Tribes. Some records show the possibility of the
Cadillac-Traverse City Old Indian Trail beginning as early as 700 BC. The
Hopewell civilization (also called Adena in some regions) is a prehistoric
culture of the American middle west. Experts have found evidence of this
prehistoric culture dating back to 600 BC. Large shaped burial mounds and
extensive trade networks are characteristics of this ancient civilization. Areas
around Cadillac illustrate evidence of these burial mounds. Many exist at or
around the Cadillac Country Club.

We know that Indians belonging to The People of the Three Fires used the
area between Upper Clam Lake (Lake Mitchell) and Lower Clam Lake (Lake
Cadillac) establishing campsites for hundreds of years. Aging of relics found
in the burial mounds shows that establishment of the trails in the area may
go back well before either recorded or oral histories. Might there possibly
have been a Hopewell village established here in the mystic past?
(Hopewell Civilizations are a prehistoric culture believed to reside in this
area of the country and state)

Throughout the past, stories like this have captivated the minds of many
history buffs and the first modern mappings of this trail system started to
get pieced together by Milo Petoskey Croshy. Upon his arrival to Wexford
County in the late 1800s he was captivated by the trail, so much, that upon
his retirement (in the early-mid 1900s) he began to mark the trail. He spent
years walking the trails based on fragmented historical documents, finding
the remnants of the Old Indian Trail. During the 1940s he placed 14 stone
markers, which started on Lake Mitchell and ended at the Manistee River
near Sherman.

After the original 14 markers were placed, the trail was visited by a select
few historians and people with ancestral ties to the trail. This went on for
years until James Comp and Ed Babcock, historian and retired Cadillac High
School teacher continued the work that Crosby started. Comp and Babcock
worked to map and place the next 5 markers.

Finally, in 1987, after 7 years of planning, research and fundraising, trail
markers 20-33 were placed by former Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians Chairman Frank Ettawagheshik. Ettawagheshik along with the
Grand Traverse Sesquicentennial group completed the trail to the West End
Beach on the Grand Traverse Bay. For more information, visit:
www.cadillacmichigan.com/project/old-indian-trail/
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MORE TO DO

IN CADILLAC, MICHIGAN

Hotels, motels, cabins & camping - find the perfect
place to stay during your visit to the Cadillac area.

Grab a bite to eat or enjoy a beverage in our
Social District in Downtown Cadillac!

Shop local in and around the
Greater Cadillac Area on your next trip!

SPRIN
ACTIVITIES

Find more Spring adventures when you explore
the trails, fish our lakes and streams or hit the links.

Cadillac Area Visitors Bureau
(231) 775-0657
CadillacMichigan.com

& area travel information
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HISTORIC

v
COMPLETE GUIDE TO . '

CADILLAC’S OLD INDIAN TRAIL

This is a great day trip from the Cadillac Area
when you are looking to explore the native
history of the area.

CONSIDERATIONS WHILE TRAVELING THE ROUTE:
Please be aware that many of these markers are on
private property, and we ask that you respect the owners
who maintain the property around these historic markers.

CadillacMichigan.com



mainly of simple trails between village centers. The North-South Old Indian Trail was still likely the best access to Traverse City,
perhaps a good reason for locating the church on this corner.

&3

TRAVERSE CITY;

@ “MILL ROAD MARKER"
(GPS: 44.621181, -85.635499)

@ “DEER MARKER"
(GPS: 44.642857, -85.635434)

@ “"YANCE ROAD MARKER"
(GPS: 44.657603, -85.655744)

@ “CHUMS CORNER MARKER"
(GPS: 44.671850, -85.662439)

@ “RENNIE SCHOOL MARKER”
(GPS: 44.686520, -85.655701)

Once, well out in the country outside : , : B
of Traverse City in Southwest Garfield : bk

Garfleld Ave

o

Township, the Old Indian Trail pathway and the State Road simultaneously crossed a township road which came to be known by
the school located on the northeast corner of the intersection. The farm family owners donated the property upon which the
school was built and in the custom of the day was named Rennie School after the property owners. William, and later son,
William A. Rennie, built and ran a prosperous farming operation.

@ "WEMECK'S MARKER"
(GPS: 44.717206, -85.644715)

@ “SOUTH AIRPORT MARKER"
i mﬁalmd (GPS: 44.722581, -85.639833)

€0 "SUBURBAN MARKER"
(GPS: 44.730546, -85.635724)

Rd @ "CASS STREET MARKER”
(GPS: 44.747922, -85.620961)

“"BOARDMAN RIVER MARKER"

(GPS: 44.760120, -85.621219)
The Boardman River lies ahead so we turn left to parallel the stream because the Cass Road bridge hasn't yet been built.
Shortly, we pass the later site of a dam forming Boardman Lake and where the Hannah and Lay Flour Mill was soon located. Lay
Park followed by Hannah Park were established on the South bank. A Traverse City postcard from an era shortly after the
Carnegie Library was built in 1903 shows this Boardman River vista with Lay Park at the library and Hannah Park toward us on
the right. The town was growing up and out. If you were walking the trail in later years, you passed the Hannah home and the
Carnegie Library on Sixth St., soon to reach where the river looped 3/4 miles ENE to join the bay.

Miller Rd (22] D

633 Harrand %

V)

P naudlen

</ Schichiel Rd

@ "WEST END BEACH MARKER"

d (GPS: 44.769444,-85.634796)

The trail's track to the finish from the river loop first crosses
Kids Creek at that loop and meanders NW to join the bay
ammer [Rd near what is today the US31, M37 & M22 intersection at
West Bay Beach.

Center R

Hannah _:
G

(8

Elliott Rd @ Route Completed - Thank you for exploring.
_ N County Line Rd @ Now, imagine that route on foot or horseback!
]l o
W4 Rd { @ W4Rd

j s B Y! Indigenous Land Acknowledgement

E @ & W6 Rd We acknowledge that the greater Cadillac area is the ancestral

. > o NORTH — land of the Anishinaabek, including t'he.Ojibwe, (').dawa, and

ﬁ 14Rd N Bode.’wadml peoples. We. honor their history, resilience, and

_/\e/j\_,—\,__ ongoing connection to this land.

9

37

COUNTRY
TRAI
@ Scan this QR code with your

2 o e EXPLORE MORE
o our online content

N

pd

2 HISTORY IN THE AREA
BIG MANISTEE RIVER a % 14Rd 1 i 48
. IC ] é W 16 Rd

WEXFOD COUNTY

HISTORICAL MUSEUM
2 e L 127 Beech St. | Cadillac | 231-775-1717 |
Q e www.wexfordcountyhistory.org
W 28 Rd = The Wexford County Historical Society Museum (WCHS) is committed to the preservation
115 ( — and presentation of the history and culture of Wexford County. WCHS promotes public
ETTA - ﬁ awareness of cpuqty history, sponsors artistic a.nd cultural acti\{ities and mar.lages'the
_ W 30Rd o >~ former Camegie Library as a public museum, library and meeting place. Join us in
\_J_\ P ™M exploring over 15 exhibits, currently available for viewing. Open May-Oct. Available by
W32 R 2! a _4 appointment only during the off season.

\
©Cadillac Area Visitors Bureau - All

BO‘D N ~
l Boon Rd Rights Reserved - 2/25

W 34 Rd e\ DISCLAIMER: Roads and trails shown on this map are
= approximate representation at the time of production
33 1/2 Rd L/| ] and may not reflect current conditions. TERMS OF USE:

/5351

The Cadillac Area Visitors Bureau, its local partners,
hod 3 assigned subcontractors, and designees makes no

(N

2 claims, no representations, and no warranties, express
0 1 or Imlplji)ed,hconclergi?g the \}/]alidity (exprefsshor
. implied), the reliability or the accuracy of this
Lake Mit 'CA D I L A(' map/content. This map and information is provided
W 38 R ‘ without any w;ilrrgnlty of any kind rlvhhatscoedvar, ekher
express or implied. In no event will the Cadillac Area
W wn ‘tl:voEt)J(:lcT)\';D Visitors Bureau, its local partners, assigned
wn N N HISTORICAL subcontractors, and designees be held liable for any
(9] N MUSEUM damages, including loss of data, loss of life, lost
~N - ) © Y profits, business interruption, loss of business
ol o o8 2= < information or other pecuniary loss that might arise
o — — e, from the use of this material/information/map/service
™| - N 4 or the information it contains. Each user of this map is
wn - © responsible for determining its suitability for his or her
( £ 44 Rd \ intended use or purpose. By using this material, you
55 agree to this TERMS OF USE.




